
Dear Friends, 

This Sunday we shall be celebrating Pentecost, often referred to as the birthday of the church. 

We don’t know exactly how old the church is this year, but I suppose once you get to your 

twenty-first century the odd year or two doesn’t really matter. Pentecost is called the birthday 

of the church because before then the church just didn’t really exist. 

In the days before Pentecost the disciples were a frightened and confused group of people, 

indeed they were hardly even a group. It was Jesus who had united them and now he had gone, 

they were beginning to break up and scatter. They didn’t know what to do, they were leaderless. 

They had lost their inspiration as well as their leader. 

Pentecost was the moment when all that suddenly changed, they were transformed. At 

Pentecost the Spirit came upon the disciples in a dramatic way. When the disciples received the 

Spirit he brought into their lives new courage, new inspiration and a new unity. 

Before Pentecost the disciples were hiding away in fear. They were very frightened people and 

they had good reason to be. Jesus had just been put to death and they had every reason to 

believe that they would follow if they were caught. When the Spirit came upon them they were 

transformed, they were filled with a new courage they could never have dreamed of before.  

This new courage overcame all their fears. It enabled them to face up to the Sanhedrin, the 

Jewish council without fear. This was the group who had passed the death sentence on Jesus, 

they were the group who had effectively put Jesus to death, and yet Peter and John could stand 

before them without a trace of fear. They stood before the Sanhedrin and ignored the threats 

that were being made against them. The disciples just kept on with their mission, they kept on 

teaching and preaching. They kept on even when they were arrested, even when they were put 

in prison, even when they were threatened with death. 

The disciples were changed so completely at Pentecost that it could only have been God at work, 

nothing else could have caused such a transformation. At Pentecost they were given a gospel to 

preach and the power to preach it. Pentecost is an inspiration to us because it shows us what 

God can do with human lives if only we allow him to. 

With best wishes, 

Mark 

  

 


