
 Page 1 of 4 
 

Headingley Methodist Church 

Leeds South and West Circuit 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We have been unable to worship normally throughout the Coronavirus lock-down but the Government has 

now given permission for churches to reopen under a range of regulations. We have conducted the required 

risk assessments, which have been agreed  at  Church Council and checked by the Circuit.  Now, we hope to 

start Thursday worship  again on 3rd September and Sunday services on Sunday 6th September. Thursday 

worship will take place weekly from then on in the church sanctuary, instead of the Parlour.  Sunday 

morning services will be held fortnightly, at least until November.  

 

Of course, the pandemic is not over and we cannot conduct services in the way we are familiar with. We shall 

do all we can to follow the guidance, which is amended on an ongoing basis, and reduce the risks but each 

of us needs to think carefully about our personal response to the persisting risk. Those who are in the 

extremely vulnerable group (those who have been notified by the NHS that they are in this category) should 

follow government guidelines for them. There are other health conditions (such as diabetes), as well as age,  

that may make people more vulnerable to the serious consequences of an infection.  Nobody should feel 

under any obligation to come to church, no matter what your role.  The current worship provision offered 

by the Circuit - weekly service sheets, podcasts, Zoom services will continue as an alternative and 

supplement to worship in church.  Please think carefully about what is best for you. If you would like to 

discuss it with someone else, we can help you. 

 

In the church building, we need to maintain social distancing and so the seating will be arranged so that 

households are kept 2 metres apart. You are welcome to sit next to those you live with or share a “bubble”.  

There is detailed information attached about arrangements we have made in the church to meet current 

requirements.  Please read this before you come to church, as we want you to be as  comfortable as possible 

in this new system.  The Church stewards are here to help and support you as we get back to worship. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jean Townsend        Tel. 2675505                                Margaret Appleyard  Tel. 2576547 

                                                 on behalf of Church Council 
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Below are notes on the arrangements and information  for HMC , based on Circuit and Government 

advice. which you may find useful to visualise the ‘new normal’ at church. 

 

a Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has any of the following:  

• a high temperature 

•  a new, continuous cough  

• a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste  

b Carefully consider coming to church if you have been considered vulnerable based on                                

age/health/other vulnerabilities 

c Current Circuit alternatives – Zoom/podcasts/personal service material/Junior Church material will                                               

continue 

 

What to expect in Headingley Methodist Church 

• Think carefully about the safe way for you to travel to and from church. 

•  The building will be thoroughly cleaned before /after the service.  Some areas are currently not in 

use - there will be signs to indicate this. 

• There is a one-way system – in at the Chapel Street entrance, into church and out at the front door 

(unless you are unable to use the steps to the garden).  Please keep the path to the gate clear to 

enable people to leave safely. 

• We need to keep a record of everyone who attends so that should someone subsequently develop 

the illness, we can help the Test and Trace scheme to notify other people. You should not, of course, 

come to church if you or anyone in your household has symptoms.  Please bring a pen in case you 

need to sign in.  The Methodist Church’s legal notice about Test and Trace is at the end of this letter, 

for your information. 

• Keep safe through  2m distancing in corridors, if you need to queue to enter the church and in seating 

in church.  There can be  no hand shaking or similar personal greetings. 

• Our maximum capacity in church is 42 spaces, up to 50+  depending on how many families who sit 

together attend.   Nineteen of these seats will be in the Gallery and are therefore only suitable for 

people who do not have difficulty with climbing stairs. 

•  People are required by government regulation to wear masks in church buildings, unless they are 

prevented from doing so by a health condition.  We have a small supply of visors if that would be 

helpful for individuals.  Children under 11 do not need to wear masks. 

• Please use hand sanitiser on entering the church and again on leaving. The toilets are open for use, 

though on a more limited basis to ensure social distancing.   Hygiene posters are around the church 

for guidance. 
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• Children stay with their parents in the pews. No toys will be provided.  

• Services will start at normal times – 10.30 am Thursday and 9.30 a.m. on Sunday.  Services will not 

last longer than  45 minutes. 

• We will have some music but sadly, no communal hymn singing is be allowed.  If you wish to have a 

Bible, please bring your own copy as all books have been removed. 

• Pew cushions have been removed from the pews which are in use.  If you need a cushion for comfort, 

please bring one with you. 

• We have to keep the building ventilated, so more doors will be open than usual.  It will therefore be 

colder than usual. Please dress to cope with this when the weather gets cooler. 

• Please bring a bottle of water if you think you will need a drink.  At present, we are not allowed to 

offer refreshments or gathering after the service. 

• There will be collection plates by the door if you wish to make your donation to the church., but no 

collection during the service.   

• We do plan to offer Communion at designated services - the procedure will be sent to you before the 

service. 

 

The stewards want to make this a happy return to church and will try to help everyone through this maze of 

changes.  If anything we have planned to do to meet requirements causes a particular difficulty for you, 

please let us know so that we can help and support you.  Also,  when you have attended the service, please 

let us know if  you have any suggestions about how the experience of worship can be improved for you and 

others. 

 

Proposed dates of opening to end of November for Sunday worship 

Sept 6th 

Sept 20th HC 

Oct  4th 

Oct.18th -HC 

Nov 1st 

Nov 15th 

Nov 22nd-HC 

 

 Thursday service weekly from 3rd September 
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Methodist church notice about Data Protection and Test and Trace 

 

Why are we asking you to provide this information and what will we do with it? 

 

The Government has requested that Churches in England assist the NHS Test and Trace service by keeping an 

accurate temporary record of visitors for 21 days. Please assist the Church in fulfilling this request by 

completing the record as indicated. The Methodist Church cares about your privacy and your trust is 

important to us. Our Privacy Notice explains how Local Churches, Circuits and Districts within the Methodist 

Church in Great Britain collect, use and protect your personal information. It also provides information about 

your rights (paragraph 9 of the Privacy Notice) and who to contact (paragraph 1 of the Privacy Notice) if you 

have any questions about how we use your information. You can find our Privacy Notice online 

(www.tmcp.org.uk/about/data-protection/managing-trustees-privacy-notice) or displayed at the Building. 

Please ask us for a copy of the Privacy Notice if this would be of assistance. In addition to the information in 

our Privacy Notice we confirm that the information we are asking for on this record is collected for the 

purpose of assisting the NHS Test and Trace service with contact tracing. If the NHS Test and Trace service 

request details of our visitors for the purpose of contact tracing, we will share relevant information from this 

record with them and contact details e.g. telephone number and/or email addresses. These will either be 

contact details that we already hold for you or details that you provide when you complete this record using 

the ballot box. This record will be destroyed after 21 days in accordance with Government guidelines.  

  


