
Dear Friends, 

At this time of the year we come together to celebrate God’s goodness to us in 

the harvest. Clearly we shall be doing things very differently this year. Harvest 

suppers cannot happen and there are many other parts of our usual harvest 

celebrations that we shall have to forego this year. All this does not alter the fact 

that the harvest is happening and we are still grateful to God for all he supplies 

us with. 

At harvest time we thank God for his creating power; we thank him for the world 

in which we live, a world of great richness and variety. We thank God for the life 

we see around us in so many different forms. We celebrate and thank God for 

the harvest, not just the food that is grown, but the harvest of the sea and the 

harvest of work and industry, the work of our brains as well as our hands. 

Another thing for which we thank God is the regularity of the yearly cycle on 

which we can depend, the regular pattern of the seasons. The people of Israel 

looked back to the words that God spoke to Noah after the flood. God told Noah 

that as long as the world exists there will be a time for planting and a time for 

harvesting; there will be times and seasons on which we can rely. 

That doesn’t mean, of course, that we can all just sit back and enjoy life, 

assuming that God will do all the work for us. There wouldn’t be a harvest 

without a great deal of hard work. Harvest is about the co-operation between 

God and the human race. God has created a fertile world, a world of rich 

resources and great potential. He has given us land but it needs to be tilled, to 

use a good old-fashioned word. We all have a part to play in making sure that 

God’s resources are used effectively, that they aren’t wasted or used selfishly. 

We all play a part in that, not just the farmers and food producers. We all 

contribute to human wealth and well-being, though the contribution of some 

may be more obvious than others. We all have a part to play in making sure that 

God’s gifts are used well and not unfairly or selfishly. 

With best wishes, 

Mark 


