
Dear Friends, 

In this week’s gospel reading we hear another of the stories Jesus told. He told the story of a 

man who organised a big slap-up meal, a real banquet. He sent out all the invitations in plenty 

of time. But when the time came everyone started to make excuses. Luke gives us more 

details and tells us one man even said he’d just bought a field and had to go and look at it. 

You would have thought he would have taken a good look at the field before deciding to buy 

it, but anyway he thought that was more important. Since the invited guests didn’t come the 

man sent his servants to search for others to come instead. 

The Jewish people often talked about heaven as being rather like a banquet; that was a 

picture of heaven that was often used. So this story of Jesus is saying something about 

heaven, about our eternal destiny. This story has a clear word of warning, a word of warning 

about our priorities. Priorities do matter - we often have to make choices about priorities, 

about what is most important to us. The decisions we make about our priorities reveal an 

awful lot about us; our priorities reveal our true concerns. 

Jesus warned people that there is nothing that is more important than God. There are all sorts 

of things that we often consider a higher priority than God, that have a prior call on our time. 

We live busy lives, there are so many things to be done and there’s only a certain amount of 

time available. We have to make decisions about our priorities, what we do have time for. 

The danger is that we spend so much time doing other things that we don’t have time for 

God, He can get squeezed out. It’s a question of priorities, we can always find time for the 

things we really want to do. 

But as well as a word of warning there’s also a word of challenge. Jesus made it clear that 

everyone is invited to this feast, the kingdom of heaven is now open to all. No-one is left out, 

no-one is excluded, there are no barriers of age or class or race, all are welcome. And Jesus 

makes it quite clear how important it is that people do come. The Lukan version of this story 

was misused by the Spanish Inquisition to justify the use of force to make people Christians. 

We realise today how mistaken that approach is - it makes a mockery of the gospel. The host 

of the feast sent out servants, he didn’t send out soldiers or policemen. All the servants could 

do was invite and persuade people to come along to the feast, they couldn’t force them to 

come. We aren’t in the business today of making people become Christians, we don’t send 

snatch squads out into the streets to force unwary people to come to church. 

But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do anything. Jesus made it clear how important it is that 

people should come, he was talking about people’s eternal destiny. Everyone is invited, 

everyone should be aware of the invitation. There is plenty to be done, there are many people 

these days who aren’t aware what God offers them, who aren’t aware of the invitation, who 

don’t even get the chance to decide on their priorities. We know what we have received from 

God, we know much more lies in the future. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


