
Dear Friends, 

Hope is quite a common word, it’s a word we hear quite often, we use it in our 

everyday conversations. We hope it won’t rain when we go on holiday. We hope 

we’re going to pass our driving test. We hope to find a new house we can afford. 

We hope we’ll get the Christmas presents we want and not an awful looking tie 

we would never wear or something so mysterious we can’t even work out what 

it is. We hope there’ll be snow on Christmas Day, though if you live where my 

brother lives in Australia they’d probably call a state of emergency. We have 

many hopes, some are very important to us, others don’t really matter that 

much. 

We have bigger hopes as well, we have hopes for the world. We hope that there 

will soon be a vaccine that will enable us to return to some sort of normality. We 

hope that we can learn to protect the world and use its resources sensibly and 

fairly. We hope that those with power will work to make this world a better place 

in which to live. We hope that there will be peace in Syria and in Yemen. 

Hope is a very important thing and that’s especially true when things are 

difficult. When things are going wrong, when everything looks dark, it’s vital to 

keep hope alive. I remember hearing an interview with someone who had spent 

time in a concentration camp, one of those who survived. He said that hope was 

vital, the one thing that mattered was to keep hope alive, because once hope 

died there was no reason to go on living. A former minister of mine often used 

to quote the saying of another concentration camp inmate “He who has a why 

to live can bear with any how”. If you have something to live for, as long as there 

is something to hope for, then you can cope with even the greatest problems 

and difficulties that arise in life. 

We can look to the future in hope because God is with us, he will never leave us 

and never let us down. We can trust that the future lies in God’s hands. Nations 

may rise and fall, the world may change beyond recognition, but as Christians 

we have the certain hope that the future lies in God’s hands. We may not 

understand why things happen the way they do but we can continue confidently 

to put our trust in God and on that we can build our lives. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


