
Dear Friends, 

In Sunday’s gospel reading we hear Luke’s account of the visit of the angel Gabriel to Mary. When we 

think about it, it is quite a surprising story. Perhaps it has lost its surprise for us because we know it 

too well. Mary was certainly very surprised at what happened to her, she was very surprised by what 

she saw and what she heard, it all came as rather a shock to her. 

Mary knew that the Messiah was expected, she would have been looking forward to his coming, like 

everyone else. She knew the Messiah would come at some point in the future, but she didn’t expect 

to be involved in it herself. Mary was probably like most of us, we always expect it will happen to 

someone else and not to us. I remember many years ago our younger daughter winning the guess the 

number of sweets in a jar at the primary school Christmas Fair. She was completely amazed when she 

collected her prize of a huge jar of sweets, she was stunned and struck dumb. 

In this story God did act in a surprising way, his choices seem to us to be inexplicable. Why did he 

choose Mary, an ordinary young girl who wasn’t even married? Why did he choose Nazareth, an 

obscure town that didn’t really have any claim to fame or importance? Why did he choose this 

particular period in history, which was such an unsettled time of political unrest and violence? 

We don’t know why God chose to act in the way he did, they may not seem to be very logical choices 

to us. But then God’s wisdom isn’t the same as human wisdom, thank goodness. God often chooses 

what appears to be weak in human terms, down through history he has often chosen weak or 

insignificant people or groups to achieve his purposes. He isn’t bound by our ideas of how he should 

act, he often turns our ideas upside down, he often confounds human wisdom. God chooses to work 

through us, in spite of all our weaknesses and failings. God knows what we’re like, he knows we often 

let him down, but he still calls us to play our part and he still works through us to achieve his purposes. 

Mary was surprised that God should want to work through her. But when she found out the role she 

was expected to play she was more than surprised, she was stunned, she was amazed and she must 

have been quite frightened. Mary would have had a fair idea what she might have to face, she would 

come up against the clear moral code of her time. If she did play her part she would be putting herself 

in a scandalous position as far as society would see it. Mary would face public shame and humiliation, 

and more than that she would be in real physical danger, she might be severely punished or even 

executed. 

Joseph was horrified when he was told what was happening. He wanted to call off the marriage 

completely, he wanted out, he didn’t want to be involved at all. We can understand something of their 

feelings. It must have been very hard for Mary and Joseph to accept and come to terms with the role 

God wanted them to play. It wasn’t easy for them to accept it, but they did so, and that passage from 

Luke ends with Mary’s total acceptance and obedience to God. 

Sometimes it’s hard for us to accept what God is calling us to do. Sometimes we don’t really 

understand quite what’s going on, just as Mary and Joseph didn’t really understand what was 

happening. They didn’t know how it would all work out, but they were willing to trust God and they 

agreed to play their part. Sometimes we just have to put our trust in God that he knows best, that 

when we respond to his call we are doing the right thing, even when it’s hard to know just what’s 

going on. Like Mary and Joseph we have no idea what God can achieve through us when we allow him 

to be at work in our lives. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


