
Greetings, 

I don’t know about the rest of you but for me this year started off very slowly and at times seemed to 

drag on and then out of nowhere we now find ourselves only a few weeks away from Christmas.  I 

think my favourite way of thinking about Advent is how it was once described to me by a friend. They 

said, “It is a time of waiting in hopeful expectation.” Advent is not just about looking forward to the 

25th of December where we remember and celebrate Jesus’s birth, the coming of the Messiah. It is 

also a time to remind us to look forward to Jesus’s return and the coming of His kingdom. Reflecting 

on this I have chosen to explore 2 Peter 3:8-15a. 

8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as 

some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come 

to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 

pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth 

and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.  

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to 

be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 

elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 

heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14 Therefore, beloved, while 

you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or 

blemish; 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

In the early church there was a belief that Jesus’s return would likely be within their lifetime. However, 

as time passed this view began to change. 2 Peter was written around AD 64 to 68, over 30 years after 

Jesus’s crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. As a result, the people on the looking in scoffed at the 

Christians and it is quite likely that some from within the church had maybe started to question their 

faith. Peter’s response to this is to encourage them; in verse 8 he connects them to psalm 90:4 when 

he says, “With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” In verse 9 

he continues with the reassurance that God is at work and that he will keep his promise. This same 

promise is the promise  found in Psalm 85, “10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness 

and peace will kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will 

look down from the sky.” This picture of life in the Kingdom of God was written around 970 BC, nearly 

a thousand years before Peter writes this letter, where in verse 13 he looks forward to a new heaven 

and earth where righteousness dwells.  Now, nearly two thousand years later we also share in this 

promise.  

I believe that we can take the same encouragement from this passage as was intended for its original 

recipients. In this short passage Peter really emphasises the importance of patience.    While we may 

not be waiting for the second coming with the same sense of imminency as the early church did, I feel 

patience is as important to us now as it was then. I do not know about the rest of you but this year I 

have really felt my patience wear thin. As we have gone in and out of lockdowns and as life has been 

turned upside down, I have struggled to remain patient with all the changes we have experienced. In 

particular my patience with others has suffered where small things I would not normally notice or 

respond to have really annoyed me and I’m sure it’s the same for others with me. As Peter urges the 

Christians to whom he is writing to remain patient, he also implores them to live godly and holy lives 

and lives of peace. We need to be patient with each other and with the situation we find ourselves in.  

Our current circumstances like all things will eventually pass. Until they do, we have the promise of 



not only life after Covid, but the promise of the Kingdom of God in which we will one day live. This 

advent may we look back and remember the source of our salvation in the birth of Jesus and then look 

forward in hopeful expectation waiting patiently for the coming of His kingdom. 

Let’s wonder on the promise of God’s coming kingdom as we pray and reflect on the Lord’s Prayer, 

May the seed of patience germinate in our hearts with the rest of the seeds that make 

up fruit of the spirit of God. love, joy, peace, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. May we live lives show the love of God for each 

other and the world as we eagerly await and work for God’s Kingdom on earth. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


