
Greetings, 

The reflection for this week is on Luke 2:22-40. As we reflect this week, I have a few questions 

you might want to keep in mind as you read on. 

• Can you remember promises that you have made in your life? Have you been able to 

keep them all? 

• What promises have others made to you? Were they all kept? 

• Is there a promise that you feel God has made to you? 

Here are my answers to these questions. I like to think that I keep most of the promises I 

make, although I know that at times, I have failed to do so which has hurt people I care about. 

I also know what it’s like when friends and family have kept their promises and I know the 

pain and disappointment I felt when they had not. Finally, I believe that God has a promise 

for my life. It was given when I was very young, I was very ill in hospital, the promise is John 

11:4. It was given first to my parents and then myself and is what gives me strength and 

encourages me on in my faith journey. I believe that God is fulfilling this promise in my life 

and ministry. 

Over the last four weeks we have heard the Christmas story told through the scriptures and 

the reading for Christmas Day was Luke 2:1-20 which covers the birth of Jesus and the 

visitation of the shepherds to worship him in the manger. In the Christmas story old testament 

prophesies from Genesis, Numbers, 2 Samuel, Isaiah, the Psalms, Daniel, Malachi, Micah, and 

Hosea were all fulfilled. This theme of God keeping his promises continues in this passage. 

When Mary and Joseph come into the temple to present Jesus it fulfils another prophecy in 

Micah 3:1. This passage also sees God complete the promise he made to Simeon.  When 

Simeon receives Jesus and praises him in verses 29 to 32 and 34 to 36 he declares the ways in 

which Jesus will continue to fulfil God’s promises as the Messiah.  

Something else that is important to note in this passage is that in Jesus God placed Himself 

under the law so that in Him the fullness of the law could be realised and through him we 

receive salvation. In Galatians 4:4-7 Paul writes,  

“4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as children. 6 And because you are children, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no 

longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.” 

Through our salvation we live in the promise of a life in relationship with God as His children. 

We share in and look forward to his promise of redemption for all of creation. I also believe 

that God has a promise and plan for each of us. As we can see in the Christmas story and 

through the rest of the Gospels God keeps his promises.  

God Bless 

Chris Coleman 

 


