
Dear Friends, 

The gospel reading this week is Mark’s account of the baptism of Jesus. One question 

that has puzzled the church for centuries is the question “Why was Jesus baptised?” 

Why did he allow himself to be baptised? John the Baptist was a fiercesome preacher, 

he must have been rather a frightening figure. He warned people about the coming 

judgement of God, he spoke about the wrath that was going to descend upon them. 

He called the people to repent and turn from their sins. John’s baptism was very much 

a baptism of repentance. He called on the people to turn from their evil ways and the 

way they could receive cleansing was through baptism. 

The fact that Jesus was baptised by John caused problems for the church from the 

earliest days. Did it mean that Jesus had committed sins in his earlier life? Did he need 

to be baptised for that reason? The simple fact is that we don’t know the answer to 

the question, we don’t know why Jesus was baptised. The gospel-writers weren’t 

interested in telling us what was in the mind of Jesus, they don’t give us that sort of 

information. What we can be sure of is that the story itself is true. Jesus was baptised 

by John the Baptist; the early church wouldn’t have accepted it if there was any doubt 

about it because it caused them such problems. 

We don’t know for certain why Jesus was baptised by John but we can think why Jesus 

might have thought that it was appropriate. One reason would be that he wanted to 

identify himself with the people who were being baptised, he wanted to get alongside 

them, to join with them. This movement that John the Baptist had started was a 

movement back to God, it was a movement of repentance. People were turning to 

God, it was clearly a good thing, so Jesus would have wanted to identify himself with 

this movement and encourage it. 

Another possible reason why Jesus was baptised is because it expressed his decision 

to commit himself to his work. Jesus knew that his time had come, the forerunner had 

appeared, the scene was set for his entry. This was the decisive moment, this was the 

moment to start out on his ministry, this was the moment for him to emerge from 

obscurity. He knew the right time to make his move and knowing the right time is 

crucial, it makes all the difference between success and failure. We need to be 

sensitive to when the time is right. In our witness it’s important that we choose the 

right time to speak and the right time to remain silent. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 

 


