
Dear Friends, 

The gospel reading for this week is Mark’s account of the call of the first disciples. While Jesus was 

walking along the shore of the sea of Galilee he called a group of fishermen who were at work and 

they immediately left their nets and followed him. It’s a very brief and simple story. 

It’s interesting to reflect on whom Jesus called. These fishermen were very ordinary people, they 

weren’t wealthy and they weren’t from the upper classes. They weren’t particularly learned, nor were 

they chosen from among the religious leaders of the day. People from all those other groups later 

became followers of Jesus, they weren’t excluded, but they weren’t the first. Not only were these 

fishermen very ordinary people, they also had no qualifications. Jesus didn’t ask after their religious 

qualifications, he didn’t even ask if they all went to the synagogue and the temple regularly. 

When Jesus called the disciples it was a summons to action. It was a call to follow in his way, not to 

join a debate. He didn’t say, “I have a new theological system which I would like you to investigate” or 

“I have certain theories that I would like you to think over”. It was nothing like that, he said quite 

simply, “Follow me”. 

The word translated to ‘follow’ was one generally used to describe the acceptance of the call of Jesus 

and attachment to his person. When the first disciples followed Jesus it was a personal reaction to the 

force of his personality. It wasn’t clever arguments or theories that caused them to follow, it was the 

effect of his presence. The call also had a sense of urgency, it demanded an immediate response. In 

order to make that instant response the disciples had to leave much behind, they left their livelihoods 

and their families. 

The disciples were told something of what they were being called to do. Jesus offered the disciples a 

new life, but it was not a life of ease and comfort, rather it was a life of service. The disciples were 

given a task, but it wasn’t an easy one, it wasn’t something they’d knock off in a couple of days and 

then get back to their fishing. 

There are many parallels between the experience of the disciples and ours. We do not need 

qualifications in order to follow Jesus. If we respond to the call of Jesus in faith and follow him we can 

be sure that we will be accepted. It does not matter what we are, what matters is what Jesus can make 

of us. 

The disciples weren’t argued into following Jesus, they felt the force of his personality, it was who he 

was that impressed them. We may be very weak and prone to mistakes by comparison but there will 

be those who make their decisions about the truth of the faith on the basis of what they see in us. 

Most people can’t be bothered to read the bible let alone books on theology, they will base their 

opinions on what they see of the people of God. 

The disciples were told something of the task that was before them. They didn’t know the full story 

but they did know it was worth great sacrifices. We know something of what God is calling us to. We 

know it won’t always be easy but it will definitely be worthwhile. We also know that we won’t be on 

our own, the grace and strength of God will always be available just as it was for those first disciples. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 

 

 


