
Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year to one and all. I’m sure we all hope that this next year will be a vast 

improvement on 2020. New year is a season that in Methodism is closely linked to the 

Covenant Service. In the Old Testament God promised to be with his people, he made a 

covenant with them. He would be their God and they would be his people. But the 

Israelites soon broke their side of the covenant, they ignored God, they went their own 

way. That was the situation that faced Jeremiah, God had been faithful to Israel, but the 

Israelites hadn’t been faithful to him. 

Jeremiah was deeply upset by this, but he didn’t give in to despair. He looked forward to 

the future, to a new covenant. We see his words being fulfilled in the New Testament. This 

new covenant is very different and it’s different because of Jesus. He has reconciled us to 

God, opened up the way so that we can approach God without fear. We can come to God 

in confidence, knowing that he loves us, knowing that he accepts us. The coming of Jesus 

is the proof of God’s love for us, and it is out of God’s love that he offers this new covenant. 

We come to God with confidence and without fear, but we don’t come lightly or casually. 

He is God, the almighty, the creator of all that has life. The commitment we make to him 

is very important, it isn’t something that we do lightly or without really thinking about it. 

Out of his love for us God offers us this new covenant. On his side he promises that he will 

always be with us, he offers us his constant presence and love. He will never leave us, he 

will never let us down, even though we let him down. We can depend on him completely, 

we can trust him absolutely. 

On our side of the covenant we recognise that all we have comes from God. We want to 

express our thanks to God for all he has given us and all he has done for us. The best way 

of doing that is to use his gifts in the right way, to use them in the way he wants us to and 

that’s what we commit ourselves to in the covenant. We undertake to do our best to live 

our lives in obedience to God’s will, to serve him in our daily lives and experience and to 

use his gifts as he wants us to. 

We need at times to reflect on our commitment to God and the start of the new year is a 

very appropriate time to do that. We can reflect on how well we have done over the past 

year and ways in which we could do better. We can try to identify those parts of our lives 

where we are unwilling to let God have the final say, those parts that we hold back from 

God. We come together at the start of the new year to recommit ourselves to God’s 

service. We remind ourselves of God’s love and goodness to us and we renew our 

commitment to live our lives for him. 

With best wishes for a better year in 2021, 

Mark 

 

 


