
Dear Friends, 

We’re now entering the season of Lent, the time of preparation in the church that leads up to Easter, 

the most important festival in the Christian year. We would normally be following the Lenten liturgy 

in church. We started Lent in church last year but of course everything changed before we reached 

Easter. For some time the partly completed Lenten cross remained up in church, a symbol of the 

interruption of life that has continued ever since. 

In our reading of Mark’s gospel we jump backwards slightly this week to look at the temptation of 

Jesus right at the start of his ministry. The temptations come just as Jesus is about to set out on his 

public ministry. Up to this point he has largely kept out of the limelight. Now he is about to take centre 

stage. 

There’s a story about a local sheriff who was looking for a new deputy. One of the applicants was 

called in for an interview. The sheriff asked him, “What is 1 and 1?” The man replied 11. The sheriff 

hadn’t expected that answer, but in a sense he wasn’t wrong. Then he asked which two days of the 

week began with the letter T. The applicant replied, “Today and tomorrow.” Again this was an answer 

the sheriff hadn’t expected. So he then asked the man, “Can you tell me who killed Abraham Lincoln?” 

The job seeker thought really hard but had to admit that he didn’t know. The sheriff told him, “Why 

don’t you go home and work on that one for a while”. When he left the applicant met some of his 

friends who asked him how it had gone. He told them, “The interview was great. The job’s mine. First 

day on the job and I’m already working on a murder case.” 

We could see the temptations as happening on the first day on the job for Jesus. The temptations 

follow straight on from his baptism. This is a key point in the life and ministry of Jesus, he is right at 

the start of his public ministry. What direction was Jesus going to take? What sort of Messiah would 

Jesus be? These were the questions that faced Jesus as he set out on this new phase in his life. What 

happened now would set the tone for what would follow. The direction he chose was crucial. At this 

critical point he faced some very real temptations. 

Temptation is something that we all experience in our lives, it’s something we all know about, we can’t 

escape it, we can’t avoid it. Some people don’t always make much effort to avoid it. I read recently 

about an overweight man who decided to go on a diet. He even changed his route to work so that he 

didn’t have to go past his favourite bakery. One morning he turned up at work with an enormous cake. 

He explained that this was a special cake. He said he had mistakenly driven past the bakery that 

morning. He felt it wasn’t an accident so he prayed, “Lord, if you want me to have one of those 

delicious cakes let there be a parking space in front of the bakery”. And sure enough there it was on 

the eighth time round the block. 

The temptations were about obedience to God. Would Jesus live his life in complete obedience to 

God? In the wilderness Jesus was faced with the reality of who he was. He had just been baptised and 

commissioned, he had been declared by God to be his son. This was the moment of choice and 

decision. Jesus chose the way of obedience to God, he followed that path from the very start of his 

ministry. Even at this point he chose the way of obedience, the path that would lead him all the way 

to the cross. Jesus chose to use his power in total obedience to God. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


