
Dear Friends, 

We are now well on in the season of Lent. We are unable to share in many of 

our usual Lenten observances this year but we are seeing life beginning to open 

up once more. Churches are discussing when to reopen for in person worship 

and groups are beginning to think about when they may be able to restart. Holy 

Week will still be limited this year and Good Friday walks of witness will certainly 

not be taking place in their normal form. However we are thinking creatively 

about how we might observe Holy Week and Easter appropriately. 

On Mothering Sunday we reflect on the ways in which our mothers care for us 

and also about the love of God our loving heavenly Father. In particular we thank 

our mothers for all their love and care for us. We thank them because love is 

costly, it costs a great deal in terms of time and effort. And it costs a great deal 

because it opens us up, it makes us vulnerable. Love can be rejected, it can be 

thrown back in your face. 

I’d just like to share a few words of C. S. Lewis. “To love at all is to be vulnerable. 

Love anything and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be broken. If 

you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give it to no-one, not even 

to an animal.” That is true of all love, it’s true of God’s love. God loves us freely, 

but his love is often rejected, it is often ignored, it is often flung back in his face. 

Loving isn’t cosy, it isn’t easy, it can be very costly. That is true for us as we try 

to live in God’s way, as we try to care for others, to love all those with whom we 

come into contact. We have to face the fact that sometimes it will be rejected, 

and that hurts. But that doesn’t stop us from loving, it doesn’t stop us from 

caring. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 

 


