
Dear Friends, 

Happy Easter. We celebrate at Easter the amazing truth that Jesus was raised from the dead 

and is alive today. We focus this year on Mark’s brief account of the resurrection. He gives far 

less detail than the other evangelists. It is clear that verses 9 to 20 weren’t originally part of 

the gospel. Which means that either the original ending of the gospel got lost or Mark 

intended to finish in an intriguing place. 

The three women, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome went to the 

tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. They went to the tomb emotionally very upset, they’d been 

through a traumatic and depressing time. They were so upset they hadn’t even thought about 

moving the huge stone that lay across the entrance to the tomb. They were so upset they 

weren’t thinking straight. They had been through severe emotional trauma, it isn’t surprising 

they weren’t thinking straight. 

The women were totally unprepared for what they found, it was completely unexpected, they 

never dreamt anything like this could happen. God doesn’t only come into our lives when we 

expect it, in fact God very often intervenes in our lives when we least expect it.  

The other person who features in Mark’s account of Easter is Peter. We hear the start of the 

reinstatement of Peter. He is specifically mentioned to the women, the women were told to 

go and tell Peter and the disciples. Peter was deliberately singled out for a special mention.  

Peter must have felt a very heavy burden of responsibility. He had let Jesus down very badly. 

He must have gone through agonies after the denial. When he realised what he had done he 

must have been heartbroken, the guilt must have been a real burden to him. Judas couldn’t 

stand the guilt he felt after he betrayed Jesus, he couldn’t face the guilt and committed 

suicide. Peter must have felt an intense feeling of failure, that he had let Jesus down in his 

time of need. And yet we know that Peter was reinstated, we know that he went on to play a 

leading role in the early church. For Peter there was forgiveness, there was reinstatement, 

there was a new start. 

There are times when we fail God, when we let him down. There are times when we are very 

aware of our failures, which are a burden to us. But we don’t need to be weighed down by 

our knowledge of our past failures. Peter could be forgiven, so can we. Peter was one of the 

first to experience the forgiving love that is freely offered to each one of us. There are times 

when we let God down, there are times when we fail him. But when we are aware of our 

failures we can bring them to God and receive that forgiving love. Carrying around the burden 

of failure is one of the unhealthiest things we can do. 

The Easter story is hard to believe and it’s even harder to understand. But it changed the lives 

of those women who went to the tomb in deep despair but were soon rejoicing that they had 

met with Jesus. It changed the life of Peter who was burdened by guilt, but was soon leading 

the Christian church with power and confidence. It has changed the lives of countless millions 

of Christians since who have met with Jesus and now know that he is alive. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


