
Dear Friends, 

At this time of the church year we remember the Ascension, when Jesus went to be with God. 

He vanished from sight and has not been seen on earth since then. One of the reasons why 

he went was so that the disciples could become independent, and take on the responsibility 

for themselves. While Jesus was around the disciples depended on him completely. They 

followed him around, wherever Jesus went the disciples followed, like Mary and her lamb. 

Jesus was their leader and their inspiration, they felt they couldn’t do anything without him. 

We can see how upset and desolate they were when Jesus died, they were completely 

distraught. But then when Jesus was raised from the dead, he was back among them again, 

they depended on him again, just like they did before, but it couldn’t continue like that. 

It was for their own good that the relationship had to be broken, they couldn’t depend on him 

like that forever.  It was only when Jesus left them that the disciples were able to grow and 

to take over. And that’s just what happened, Peter and the others took over the leadership 

of that small group of followers. Under their leadership the church developed rapidly. Jesus 

was with them in their prayers and in their worship, but they couldn’t rely on him for 

everything. When Jesus ascended to be with God, the disciples couldn’t rely on him to do it 

all, they had to start doing things for themselves, they grew into leaders themselves. 

One of the problems the early church had to grapple with is where Jesus went to. He just 

vanished from sight, but where did he go? Is this the first recorded successful vanishing trick? 

Was he a magician? Or was he like a human rocket who took off from the earth once someone 

had lit the blue touch paper. There are medieval pictures of the ascension which show the 

disciples looking up at a pair of legs hanging out of a cloud, which suggests Jesus had just 

blasted off from the earth. 

We generally say that Jesus went to heaven, but what do we mean by heaven? What pictures 

do we have of heaven? What do we think of when we use the word heaven? We have 

difficulty in imagining what heaven is like, but what we can say is that it isn’t a place we can 

mark on a map. Yuri Gagarin was the first man in space. Russia was an atheist state at the 

time and being a good communist he said that while he was up in space he had a good look 

round and he couldn’t see any sign of God or heaven at all. 

What we mean when we say that Jesus has gone to heaven is that now he has gone to be with 

God. Before Jesus could only be in one place at one time, just like you and me. But now he is 

no longer restricted in that way, he is Lord of time, he is Lord of space. He is with God but he 

is also with us. Wherever we are, whatever we’re doing we can know that he is with us. That 

is the truth the Ascension expresses. Jesus is Lord of time, he is Lord of space, he is with us 

here and now and he will be with us for evermore. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


