
Dear Friends, 

This week we are celebrating Pentecost, the day when we remember the coming of the Spirit 

on the first disciples. Pentecost is sometimes referred to as the birthday of the church. Before 

Pentecost the church simply didn’t exist, there was just a small group of frightened and 

confused people. It was only when the Spirit came upon them that this group was 

transformed and the church was born. 

One thing we should remember is that this wasn’t the Spirit’s first appearance. The Spirit 

didn’t make his debut at Pentecost, he was active in the world long before that, long before 

Christ came into the world. I heard recently about the minister of a Baptist church who 

announced he was going to have a series of sermons on the Holy Spirit. At the first service he 

announced the bible reading and many of the congregation opened their bibles. He then 

stopped and asked several people where they’d opened their bibles. Virtually all of them had 

opened their bibles at the beginning of Acts. But in fact he wanted to preach in that first 

service on Genesis 1, the Spirit at work in creation. The Spirit was active long before 

Pentecost, he was active in the Old Testament, the Spirit was active in creation, the Spirit 

inspired the prophets. 

The Spirit didn’t come into the world for the first time at Pentecost, but he did come into 

human lives and experience in a new way. Pentecost was a dramatic event, it was something 

new, something that hadn’t been seen before. 

It is clear that the Spirit was a disturbing influence. The day of Pentecost was a day of 

disturbance. No-one had seen anything like it before, no-one had seen such events, such 

scenes. The crowd thought the disciples must be drunk. That was the only thing they could 

think of. They tried to explain it in terms they could understand. They didn’t want to face up 

to the fact that this was something new, something different. That’s a very human reaction. 

Very often we try to ignore or avoid things that are new and disturbing. We prefer the safety 

and security of things that are familiar. Things that are new and unfamiliar are always rather 

threatening and uncomfortable. 

Some time ago an American theologian Robert McAfee Brown wrote a book called “Creative 

Dislocation”. In that book he reflects on the upheavals and disturbances that have shaped his 

life and made him what he is. Looking back he can see that these disturbances and upheavals 

have been the times when he has learned most, that’s why he calls them creative dislocations, 

creative disturbances. He can see looking back how these disturbances have made him what 

he is, they have opened up new experiences of life and love, a new awareness of God. I’m 

aware of that in my own life, from my own experience. Times of disturbance, times of change 

and upheaval often bring a new awareness of God, a new experience of his love. There is a 

great danger for Christians in becoming too settled or secure. Part of the Spirit’s work is to be 

a disturbing influence in our lives, to open us up to new experiences of God. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


