
Dear Friends, 

As many of you will already know I will be going on sabbatical leave very shortly. 

The leave will run from 14th June to 13th September. A sabbatical gives ministers 

the opportunity for study and reflection with usually a certain amount of travel 

as well. We were originally intending to visit my brother in Australia but it has 

been clear for some months that would not be possible. Instead we will be 

travelling to the Scottish islands to discover my Highland roots and to look at the 

interesting history of the church in those parts. 

The gospel reading for this week is Mark 4 v.21-34. In those verses Jesus gives 

us three pictures. In the first he talks about lighting a lamp and then putting it 

under a bowl. There isn’t much point in lighting a lamp and then hiding it. We 

haven’t been given the good news of the gospel in order to hide it. Our faith 

should shine through in the way we live our lives so that others will see the love 

of God at work in us. There is a well known saying, “If you were arrested and 

charged with being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict 

you?” 

The next picture is the picture of the seed growing secretly. The man who sowed 

the seed gets on with his daily tasks while the seeds grow. It isn’t the man who 

causes the growth but the soil that makes the plants grow and bear fruit. The 

work of the church is not primarily about what we do, it is primarily about what 

God does. He is the one who works in us and through us, he is the one who 

brings growth. It is God who works in the hearts and lives of men and women, 

our role is to share in God’s mission. 

Then we have the picture of the mustard seed. The mustard seed is very small 

but it produces a plant which is out of all proportion in terms of size. We may 

feel at times that we are weak and insignificant and in many ways that is just 

what we are. But God is still able to make use of us. Our Christian witness may 

often be weak or faltering but God is still able to use us to do his work. God is 

able to create a great deal out of what appears to be very small. He calls us and 

uses us and sometimes can achieve a great things even from very little. 

My best wishes to you all over the next three months, 

Mark 

 


