
Reflection on Mark 8:22-9:1: Seeing Jesus. 

Greetings, 

I hope you are all keeping well. In keeping with Bible Month this week I am writing my 

reflection on the first part of the reading for this Sunday.  

In this passage of scripture, the author of Mark invites us to share in two journeys. The 

first journey is purely a physical one - This is Jesus’ journey from Bethsaida and on to 

the villages of Caesarea Philippi. The other is the spiritual journey the disciples are on. 

This is an ongoing journey but the point of it in this passage is when the disciples are 

putting their experiences up to that moment together to understand who Jesus is.  

We start with a healing. This is not the first healing they disciples have seen, nor will it 

be the last. However, its place in this journey is significant. A blind man comes to Jesus 

asking to be healed, so Jesus starts what I can only describe as the strangest healing I 

think is recorded in the gospels. He spits in the man’s eyes and lays his hands on him. 

At this point Jesus then asks the man what he can see. The man’s response in verse 24 

is very revealing for the rest of this passage, “24 He looked up and said, ‘I see people; 

they look like trees walking around.’” While his site has been partially restored he is 

still unable to see clearly. Jesus then puts his hands on the man’s eyes and his sight is 

immediately restored.  

Straight on from this the disciples start their journey from Bethsaida to the villages of 

Caesarea Philippi and while they are on this journey Jesus asks them two questions. In 

verse 27 he asks, “who do people say that I am?” and in verse 29 after hearing the 

responses we get this exchange between Jesus and Peter: 29 “But what about you?” he 

asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” This is the 

spiritual journey the disciples have been on. Through Jesus’ ministry of teachings and 

miracles they have come to the realisation of who He is. This is a turning point in the 

gospel, from here Jesus starts to look forward towards his full purpose of bringing 



salvation to all and begins to teach more on that and on what it means to be his disciple. 

In fact, immediately after Peter’s confession of Jesus, Jesus predicts His death.  

This is where what I labelled as the revealing verse, Mark 8:24, comes into play. So 

when Jesus predicts His death, Peter immediately rebukes him. Peter at this point is like 

the blind man whose vision has returned but is blurred and he cannot see clearly. In his 

confession he has shown that he knows Jesus is the Messiah, however he does not 

comprehend what this means. We see that this perplexity of Jesus remains up to and 

after the crucifixion although after His resurrection there is a shift towards really 

knowing who Jesus is.  Jesus knows that they still have a way to go before they do fully 

understand. However, he knows they will get there as he illustrates at the start of Mark 

9. Indeed, at Pentecost in Acts 2, when the Holy Spirit comes they are filled with 

understanding and begin to declare who Jesus is and preach about salvation through 

him. 

We are different to the disciples; We have come to faith through knowledge of Him as 

our Lord and Saviour. However, although we come to faith through this knowledge we 

can easily lose sight of Jesus. Like Peter when Jesus rebuked him in Mark 8:33 we can 

become concerned purely with human concerns and seek to make Jesus fit into our own 

values or our own expectations. When we do this our sight of Jesus can become like the 

sight of the blind man in Mark 8:24, blurred and unclear. However, I believe that when 

this happens Jesus calls us back to him, through the prompting of the Holy Spirit or the 

reading of scriptures or our brothers and sisters in Christ who help guide us back. 

I’ll finish with these questions,  

1. Can you think of a time where you may have lost sight of Jesus? How did he 

call you back? 

2. How is Jesus working or moving in your life at the moment?  

God bless 

Chris Coleman  


