
Reflection on 2 Samuel 6:12-19 
 

Greetings, 

This passage is for the most part a passage of great celebration. David is triumphantly bringing 
the Ark of God into Jerusalem with a great fanfare.  When I wrote the written service for the 
circuit this week with Rob Moore we explored the entry of the Ark and how it was carried. So 
I’m going to begin this reflection slightly further on looking at verses 12 to 19.  

Out of fear of God, due to what happened to Uzzah when he touched the Ark, David decided 
to leave it in the house of Obed-Edom. Why God struck down Uzzah has several different 
explanations, although what they have in common is that it demonstrates the power of God 
and this power is something that should rightly be feared. However, in verses 11 and 12 we 
see that God’s presence also brings blessing, and for this reason David decides to bring the 
Ark to Jerusalem. So the celebrations that started at the beginning of the chapter resume. 
Now the focus of the journey is not on how the Ark is being carried but on the worship that 
takes place and David’s role in it. 

David’s role as king is different from that of other kings. David makes burnt offerings to God 
and blesses the people. The linen ephod that he is wearing is also the same kind of garment 
that priests would wear. David is called not just to lead his people but to lead them in worship 
in a priestly role - in this role he represents God to the people and the people to God. As we 
have seen through the burnt offerings he does just that but he also leads them through his 
love and zeal for God which we see in his dancing before the Ark of God for which Michal, his 
wife and Saul’s daughter, reprimands him. David responds to this by saying that he would 
become more contemptible and appear even more foolish in his worship of God.  

This passage speaks to me of the worship in the presence of God that Israel is called to and 
the call of David to lead them by example in his worship and in acts of worship and blessing. 
I believe that this call to worship in the presence of God is for the church, and like David the 
Church is also called to represent God to the wider community. How do we as a Church 
respond to this call? Worship is more than what we do on a Sunday morning or in prayer 
meetings. I believe that how we live out and express our faith in our daily lives is worship. We 
express our faith by sharing God’s love with each other and the community in which we are 
based. As we reflect this week, how is God calling us individually and communally as a church 
to worship and express God’s love to those around us? 

God bless 

Chris Coleman  


