
Reflection: Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

Greetings, 

A very long time ago I went to the Tate Modern in London. I looked around several 

installations and exhibitions including one which was just a crack that ran across the floor 

from one end of the room to the other. Being a very cynical person I remember joking with a 

friend that there was probably a structural issue with the building, possibly subsidence, but 

rather than own up to it the gallery decided to turn it into an exhibition. I know of course this 

was not true. The crack was there to represent the divisions in society, so that we could see 

and recognise the damage that these divisions create. Everywhere you look in society you can 

see divisions along lines of race, gender, sexuality, politics, and in the wealth and prosperity 

of people. Where these divisions exist in wider society they will exist within the Church. This 

is not new and we can see this in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.   

The context in which Paul is writing is one of division between Jewish and Gentile believers, 

with each side looking down on the other. The Jewish believers, while recognizing the faith of 

the Gentiles, considered them of lower status because they were uncircumcised, and there 

was even debate as to whether the Gentile believers should be circumcised and adopt Jewish 

traditions and culture. However, the Gentiles were equally guilty - they had their own sense 

of cultural superiority, as Gentiles had displaced the Israelites as leaders in their own land and 

now as more Gentiles were coming to the faith were displacing Jewish Christians as leaders 

within the Church.  

In this passage Paul is calling for unity between both Jews and Gentiles and addresses these 

issues. He reminds the Gentiles that they were once excluded by the promises of God as they 

lived outside the covenant relationship that God made with Israel and were far from a 

relationship with Him. However, the language he uses also speaks to the attitude of the Jewish 

Christians. When he refers to circumcision as being by human hands he reminds them that it 

is only a symbolic ritual and is not required for faith. He is also getting the Jewish Christians 

to recollect the covenant promises in particular the promise in Genesis 12:2-3, “I will make of 

you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. I will 

bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you. All of the families of the earth 

will be blessed in you.” He wants the Israelites to remember the purpose of the covenant 

which is that through them God would bless everyone. He then reminds both groups that they 

are united through faith in Jesus: it is through Jesus that the Gentiles are brought to faith in 

God and it is through Jesus that the law and covenant promises for the Israelites are fulfilled. 

It is Jesus who unites and brings peace to both groups and makes them one Church. Without 

Jesus neither would truly be saved and have a personal relationship with God.  He continues 

to remind them that they have been brought together spiritually as a dwelling place for God 

for which the cornerstone is Jesus. 



It may well go without saying but I believe this message is true for us today, particularly 

following the discussions and vote at the Methodist Conference on the God in Love Unites Us 

report.  I believe regardless of sexual orientation, skin colour or political leaning or anything 

else that may seemingly cause division, as Christians we are united through faith in Jesus. This 

faith is the cornerstone of our individual and corporate discipleship. I believe we have a 

choice: we can focus on that which divides us and continue to dislike and distrust those who 

look, act, or think differently from us; or we can focus on Jesus and our worship of Him and 

demonstrate what it means to live unified in love and faith. I believe that there is enough 

division in the world and perhaps as Christians as a Church we need to set an example of one 

Church filled with diverse people, but united in faith.    

God bless 

Chris Coleman 


