
Reflection 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14: A New Era. 

 

Greetings, 

I remember a few years ago I read a rather morbid article in the Guardian about the 

procedure for what happens when the Queen dies. There is apparently a secret plan 

under the title of “London Bridge is down” which lays out what will happen in the days 

after her death. To say that when it does eventually happen it will be an end of an era 

would, I think, be too simplistic - after all the Queen herself has seen multiple different 

eras throughout her life and reign. However, the monarchy will be entering a new era 

with Charles as king. I imagine that he will be a very different kind of monarch to his 

mother and I am quite curious to see what his reign will look like. The passage of 

scripture I am looking at here talks about the end of David’s reign as king of Israel and 

the start of Solomon’s reign. David, much like I’m sure Queen Elizabeth is for Britain, 

is considered the greatest monarch in Israel’s history. So I do wonder if people in Israel 

were maybe a little anxious as to what kind of king or how successful Solomon would 

be.   

This passage gives a good idea as to the kind of king he would be. To start with it shows  

one way in which he is similar to David and that is in his devotion to God, which he has 

learned through instruction from his father. However, what differentiates Solomon 

from David is that while David was renowned as a great warrior, Solomon was known 

and is remembered for his wisdom. It is in this passage that he asks for and receives 

this gift. Like David he was also humble which is demonstrated here in the way he gives 

all of the credit to God for his ascent to the throne and asks for wisdom as he is 

inexperienced - as it is put in verses 7 to 9,  

Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. 

But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your 

servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous 

to count or number.  

Although he is king he recognizes that Israel is God’s chosen people and it is God who 

has made him king in spite of his youth and lack of experience. The fact that he 

recognizes and expresses his vulnerability in terms of inexperience demonstrates his 

humility. In his humility he asks God for a discerning heart.  The Hebrew that is used is 

lêḇ šō·mê·a which is better translated as “a listening heart.” When Solomon is asking 

God for this the suggestion is that he is asking to be able to listen to God to discern 



how best to lead his people and by doing this he will be able to recognise good counsel 

from his advisors. In Proverbs 9:9-10, which were most likely written by Solomon, he 

equates listening and learning to wisdom as well as fear of the Lord and knowledge of 

the Holy One. 

Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add 

to their learning.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 

of the Holy One is understanding.  

This is also repeated in Psalm 111:10 which elaborates further, “The fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding.”  Both 

of these passages speak of the relationship a person has with God, with the first line 

of each referring to the reverence and love a person holds for God and the second 

lines being the response to that reverence and love in how they follow by listening to 

God and following his commands.  So Solomon’s wisdom came from his willingness to 

listen and learn from those around him giving instruction, as well as from his desire to 

listen to and develop his relationship with God through praise and worship and the 

reading of scripture. 

How does this translate for us today? I wonder if we are entering a new era ourselves. 

As most restrictions are being lifted and in some churches we have started singing, 

albeit while wearing masks, it seems as if we are returning to “normal” or how things 

were before. However, is this rush to return to the way things were really what is best 

for the Church? Perhaps like Solomon at the beginning of his reign we need to ask God 

for wisdom and a listening heart. So to whom should we listen? Firstly, we should listen 

to God, through reading scriptures and prayer. However, if the Church is the body of 

Christ then we should also listen to each other; Dietrich Bonhoeffer said,  

The first service one owes to others in a community involves listening to them. 

Just as our love for God begins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of 

love for others is learning to listen to them.  

When we listen we are sharing God’s love with each other. The same also applies to 

the communities in which we are based, not just in the sense of the physical location 

of our church but also in other places where we engage with our friends and 

colleagues. When we listen to others and listen to God as individuals and corporately 

as the Church we can discern the best way to serve them and share God’s love with 

them - and this for me is wisdom. 

God bless 

Chris Coleman 


