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Reflection on James 1:17-27 

Have you ever been stargazing? I remember camping as a family or on scout camps - it was 

something we always did. My older brother could and probably still can point out all the 

constellations. I never really could make them out, it was an interstellar ‘connect the dots’ I 

could never quite manage. However, I still enjoyed just looking up and seeing them. The only 

star I was ever able to find on my own was the North Star, although I had to use a compass! I 

also remember being told stories of how sailors could use the stars to guide them on their 

journeys. I have also had friends who believe that the stars could guide their lives and who 

took horoscopes very seriously.  The idea of stars being a guide or having some kind of power 

or control is something that many people have believed throughout the ages.  In verses 17 

and 18, which open the passage we are reflecting on, James starts by referring to God as, “the 

Father of the heavenly lights.” This is a reference back to the creation story in Genesis, where 

God not only created the sun and moon and put all the stars in the sky but whose very first 

words at the start of Creation were, “Let there be light.” The purpose of this is to remind us 

that the God who loves us and calls us into a relationship with Him, is the same God who 

spoke light into being and created the sun and moon and all the stars in the night sky, and His 

love for us and for all of His creation is unchanging. These verses also speak of how, because 

of His unchanging love, we are called into a new life as children of God living in relationship 

with Him through His work of salvation, as proclaimed in the Gospels. In this passage, when 

James talks about being first fruits he is referring back to passages in the Torah where the first 

fruits of the harvest were celebrated and given to God. The first fruits were precious and 

special in and of themselves but they are also a sign of the harvest to come. I believe this is 

what James is saying to the people to whom he is writing, that they are special and celebrated, 

and I believe the same applies to each of us today. We are precious and loved and celebrated 

by God. 

I see a challenge in seeing myself and others as precious and loved and treating others 

accordingly.  James points out a way to do this is through listening - listening to God and to 

each other.  We all have our own personal relationship with God that grows through prayer 

and devotion. Mother Teresa said that listening is the start of prayer. I often find prayer is not 

just about what we say or how we say it but is also about listening. It is about taking time to 

stop and reflect to not just hear but listen to what God is saying to us. When I do this I feel 

that I not only grow closer in my relationship to God but also in my relationship with my fellow 

believers. I also find that it becomes easier for me to take the time to listen to others. In Life 

Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer puts it the other way round but says pretty much the same 

when he writes:  

“Many people are looking for an ear that will listen. They do not find it among Christians, 

because these Christians are talking where they should be listening. But he who can no 

longer listen to his brother will soon be no longer listening to God either; he will be doing 

nothing but prattle in the presence of God too.” 
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I believe that this is why James was emphasising the importance of listening. When we listen 

to one another we show that we value and care for each other, and when we take the time 

to listen I would suggest that, even if we do not agree, our response is less likely to be that of 

anger that James also warns his readers about. James also talks about the righteousness that 

God requires. Righteousness means being in a right relationship with God. This again connects 

our own relationship with God to our relationships with others. As James carries on in verse 

21 he writes, "Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 

accept the word planted in you, which can save you.” I believe this comes back to listening to 

God and responding to the areas in our lives He wants to work on. When James is talking 

about the word planted in us it is reminiscent of Jeremiah 31:33, “…I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts…” The law in this case is not about rules or 

commandments but about what it means to live in relationship with God and allow God to 

speak into our hearts. Earlier in this reflection I paraphrased Mother Teresa. The full quote is:  

“I always begin my prayer in silence, for it is in the silence of the heart that God speaks. 

God is the friend of silence - we need to listen to God because it's not what we say but 

what He says to us and through us that matters. God speaks in the silence of the heart. 

Listening is the beginning of prayer.” 

The next challenge is not only to hear and listen to what God is speaking into our hearts, but 

to respond. What we are responding to is the word of God that tells us that we are loved and 

precious and compels us to share that love with others, with our brothers and sisters in Christ 

and with the vulnerable, much like the widows and orphans James writes about.  

As you finish reading this week’s reflection perhaps take some time in silence to listen to what 

God may be saying to you. Has God put anyone or any vulnerable group on your heart that 

may need a listening ear, or in another way to be shown some love and care?  

God bless 

Chris Coleman 


