
Reflection on 1 Kings 8:1,6,10-11,22-30 and 41-43 

Greetings, 

The reading on which I am reflecting this week is rather chopped up but it contains the 

essential verses in the chapter that reveal what is happening and where God is. In this passage 

Solomon has finished the temple and is bringing the Ark of the Covenant into it. The temple 

is the one that David had requested permission to build in 2 Samuel 7, where God had 

promised to establish David’s throne forever. In that passage God does not allow David to 

build the temple but still does make the promise. In the ancient near eastern tradition, when 

a king built a temple for their God it was a way of trying to establish their dynasty through 

divine right. This was David’s motivation behind the request and I would suggest that Solomon 

would have been aware of the tradition as well, which goes some way to explaining the start 

of his prayer in verses 22-26. Solomon is praising God for keeping the promise to David which 

saw him become king but now, by praying in the temple he built, is also asking that God keep 

that promise with him as well - after all he has built this shiny new building for Him.  

Solomon follows this with praise of God. In this prayer he is asking God to make the temple 

His dwelling place but is recognising that if even the highest heavens cannot contain Him then 

neither will the temple be able to. In verses 10-11 of this passage we see how God’s presence 

in the form of a cloud filled the temple to such an extent that the priests were unable to carry 

out their service. Clearly God was already there but the implication is that the temple was not 

enough to contain Him, hence the prayer of Solomon. So recognizing that God’s presence 

cannot be restricted to one place, Solomon asks for two things. Firstly, he asks God to look 

upon the temple. In the Old Testament when a person is asking God to look upon someone 

they are asking Him to act on their behalf or act graciously towards them. He also says that 

God’s name would be on the temple. Again in the ancient near eastern tradition a name 

represented the characteristic of a person, so for an object to bear their name that object 

would represent some of their characteristics.  

The two particular characteristics mentioned in this passage are mercy and forgiveness. 

Essentially Solomon is asking that the temple be a place where people can come to experience 

the presence of God and through their prayers to Him receive mercy and forgiveness. The 

wording here is also quite interesting as he asks that the temple be somewhere that people 

can pray towards. Once again this is an acknowledgement of the scope of God’s presence, 

that God is everywhere and that prayers prayed outside the temple were as effective as 

prayers inside it. This is repeated again in verses 41-42 when he is praying about foreigners 

hearing about God and wanting to come to know Him so that they can pray towards the 

temple. This is a reminder of God’s promise in Genesis 12:3 in the covenant God made with 

Abraham, “All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you”. 



I wonder, how do we see church in this context? Do we try to confine God to the Sunday 

morning service? Is our church a place where we, or the people who come into it, experience 

the presence of God? Finally, what do other people see when they see us; are we a blessing, 

or what can we do to be a blessing, to our friends and neighbours or to the community of 

which we are a part?  

Perhaps some of the answers to these questions are found in prayer.  It can be easy to fall 

into the trap of trying to barter with God, in the way that David and Solomon tried to see 

prayer as a bargaining tool: if we do something for God he will do something for us in return. 

For me prayer is how I experience my relationship with God and I believe it is in that 

relationship that God shapes and changes me.  

When we come to faith in Jesus, one way we use to explain it is that we have accepted Jesus 

into our hearts. In this sense our heart becomes the temple in which God makes his dwelling. 

In Matthew 21:13 when Jesus is chasing the money lenders from the temple His lament is 

“My house was meant to be a house of prayer.” Perhaps there is a challenge in this for us - 

for us to have hearts of prayer, hearts that yearn to be in a close relationship with God and 

to be transformed into His likeness, or for hearts that have God’s name on them so that we 

exhibit some of His characteristics of love, compassion and mercy. There is also the challenge 

for us as the church that as a community too we seek this relationship with God, to be 

transformed to a community that reflects and exhibits these same characteristics so that 

church is a place that, when people enter, they encounter God through his people and are 

met with love and grace, and find forgiveness and mercy. I ask this as a challenge to myself as 

much as I do to you. I wonder if Jesus has a similar lament for the church today that He did 

when He was chasing people out of the temple? Perhaps we need to put some of the energy 

and emphasis that we placed on returning to singing into our prayer life as individuals, as well 

as together as the Church. 

God bless 

Chris Coleman 


