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Reflection on Mark 9:30-37 

Greetings, 

I hope you are all keeping well. 

Last weekend I travelled down to Reading for a wedding. On the way down we 

drove past the Watford Gap Services Station. I don’t know if it’s just a southern 

thing, but as soon as we passed it I knew we were in the south. This is because 

there is a general view that you get growing up in the south of England, which is 

that anything north of the Watford Gap Services is The North.   Once we got past 

there we also started seeing more signposts and directions to London. In the 

passage we are reflecting on this week Jesus had been travelling north - 

however, now He is heading south down to Galilee on His final journey to 

Jerusalem. While they are heading towards Capernaum Jesus predicts His death 

and resurrection - this is the second time the disciples hear Jesus predict this. 

The first time was just a few verses before after Peters declaration of Jesus as 

the Messiah. In that instance when Jesus predicted His death Peter tried to 

rebuke Him, but was met with an even sterner rebuke himself when Jesus 

responded with “Get behind me Satan.”   From that passage we see that while 

Peter saw the holiness and godliness in Jesus and recognised Him as the Messiah 

there was only a partial understanding that was grounded in a very earthly 

understanding of what it meant for Jesus to be the Messiah. When we come to 

this prediction none of the disciples responds to Jesus’s words - instead they 

discuss among themselves who will be first in His kingdom.  

The disciples have seen the transfiguration and heard Peter’s confession of 

Jesus, two very exciting and pivotal moments in His ministry. On top of this they 

have seen huge crowds gather for His teaching and seen him perform countless 

miracles. There is a lot for them to be excited about and reason for them to 

believe that He is the Messiah they are expecting. However, the disciples’ 

conversation shows that, as Peter was a few verses earlier, they are also focused 

on earthly things such as status and importance.  While they recognise Jesus as 

the Messiah they do not know what that means. Instead of hearing and thinking 

about Jesus’s prediction of His death they are focusing on who is the most 

important among them. Jesus, knowing what they are discussing, tells them 
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“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” I think this 

passage embodies Jesus’ ministry not just in His teaching but in His death and 

resurrection. Jesus became last of all for us and served us by taking our sins on 

Himself, revealing true sacrificial love. When He rose from the dead it was not 

just Jesus that arose but He raised us all to new life in Him. He continues to be a 

guide for us - a guide in our journey of discipleship and a source of comfort and 

support through difficult times. In Romans 8:34 Paul states that Jesus is at the 

right hand of God interceding for us. Jesus is serving us by surrounding us in 

prayer. Even when we do not know what we want or need, Jesus does and is 

praying for us. 

Jesus also calls us to follow Him in the example He set, which is why in the 

passage He used the child to represent what it means to serve saying, “Whoever 

welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” At the time a 

child had no status, so what Jesus is showing is that anyone and everyone should 

be treated with the same respect with which we treat Jesus, particularly the 

weak and the vulnerable. Just as we had no stake in the kingdom of God until 

Jesus became a servant for us through His death and resurrection, we are called 

to become servants and care for all who want to come to us, particularly those 

who seem to have no stake in society and find themselves on the fringes of their 

communities. We are to love and care for them and in doing so we are loving 

and caring for God. However, we do not do this on our own, as while we are 

serving others God is serving us, giving us the strength and means to keep going. 

God bless 

Chris Coleman 


