
Dear Friends, 

The gospel passage for this week from Mark is one of the more difficult ones. Several bits of 

the teaching of Jesus have been put together and the links aren’t always very clear to us. What 

we have to remember is that most people didn’t have books in the first century so they had 

to memorise the sayings of Jesus. People remembered the sayings and stories of Jesus very 

carefully and we can have great confidence that the words of Jesus have been preserved quite 

accurately. They remembered the sayings, the words, but they often didn’t remember the 

context in which they were spoken because that wasn’t so important. So what often 

happened is that sayings got joined together because of link words that were used. That’s 

what we see here, sayings being linked because they include key words like fire and salt. 

During the American War of Independence a group of men were ordered to pull a cannon 

through a muddy field. The corporal stood on a rock and shouted to his men to put more 

effort in when it got stuck. Just when it seemed the cannon was really stuck a stranger came 

along and offered to help and with his assistance it was eventually freed. The stranger 

approached the corporal who looked pleased because the cannon had been rescued. The 

stranger asked the corporal why he had spent his time shouting at his men rather than giving 

them any help. He was told that the job was too menial for a corporal. The stranger said that 

next time he had a difficult problem he should call for his commanding officer. That stranger 

was George Washington. 

Arrogance can take many different forms. The disciples arrogantly wanted Jesus to stop these 

other men from healing people because they weren’t part of the official group. These others 

didn’t belong to their gang and the disciples wanted them stopped. But Jesus said “No”, these 

people are doing good, it would be wrong to stop them just because they weren’t wearing 

the right badge. As Christians we cannot claim to have a monopoly on truth, we aren’t the 

only ones who do good in the world. Trying to stop others who are helping those in need is 

arrogant and unchristian. 

That doesn’t mean that we should accept anything, that anything goes. Jesus taught us that 

we should judge by what is produced. We can judge a tree by the fruit it produces. If what is 

produced is good then who are we to stop those who are doing good? The church should be 

an open community, not a closed one. We should be a group that has fuzzy boundaries, not 

clear ones. We often like to have clear boundaries, we know where we are, we know who’s 

in and who isn’t. But as a church we are an open community, we don’t want borders or 

boundaries, those things put people off joining. It can be hard enough to pluck up courage to 

come into a church, we need open doors not closed boundaries. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


