
Dear Friends, 

November is sometimes called the month of remembrance. The month includes 

Remembrance Sunday but it also includes All Saints Day when we remember 

and celebrate the faithful lives of the Christians of the past. 

Remembering is the calling to mind of people and events of the past and the 

present. Happy memories are great to recall and often give us a warm glow of 

contentment. The memory of hurts and conflicts are different, they can fester 

within us and within our communities, blighting the present and harming the 

potential of the future. 

Remembering can be a way of moving forward. A healthy remembering will 

involve both recollection and reconciliation and also facing the truth. 

Remembering then becomes a putting together again, the putting together 

again of healing and reconciliation. Healing and recognition come about as we 

see in any situation the love of Jesus and in that recognition we are enabled to 

bring about change. 

In John 1:5 we find the words, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.” (NRSV) Another translation says it this way, “Amid the 

darkness the light shone, but the darkness did not master it.” (Moffat) What do 

these words say in this month of remembrance? 

We can think of a candle, a tender flame that in the full light of day is hardly 

noticed. As the darkness gets deeper, and encroaches in, this tender flame 

somehow gets stronger and stronger. The flame casts a glow around itself, which 

seems to banish the darkness and push the darkness back. 

We can see ourselves as tender flames. Tender lights called by Jesus to dispel 

the darkness around others and ourselves. Tender flames called to dispel the 

darkness within our communities and within our world. Our tender flames can 

sometimes be extinguished or gutter in the draft. But there are times when we 

do shine in the darkness and those around us feel the power, warmth and 

healing of that tiny flame. Our tiny flame protests at the darkness and pushes it 

back. 

Let your light shine out at this time of remembrance. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


