
Dear Friends, 

This Sunday is recognised in the church as Prisons Sunday. We are asked to think about 

prisons and prisoners. That is not a subject about which I know a great deal, though 

when I was training for the ministry I did spend time in a circuit with a minister who 

had been a prison governor before entering the ministry, and who still had many links 

with the prison service. In particular he had close links with a group called the Prison 

Fellowship who do Christian work in prisons.  

It isn’t very widely known but there is a tremendous amount of Christian work being 

done in prisons. Much of that work is proving very effective - there are significant 

numbers of people who are being converted to the Christian faith in prisons. I 

remember meeting a former Hell’s Angel who was converted in prison and went on to 

work full time for the Prison Fellowship. There was also a few years ago a former 

murderer who went on to be accepted for ministry in the Church of Scotland. 

Significant numbers of people are becoming Christians while in prison. Unfortunately 

many of them find it much harder to remain a Christian once they leave prison. Many 

of them find it very hard to fit in to church life. Respectable church people can often 

be very wary of ex-prisoners. We aren’t quite as accepting as God is, and as a result 

many ex-prisoners don’t fit in, they find they aren’t accepted and fall away again. 

There are plenty of questions about the effectiveness of prison as a form of 

punishment. It is obvious that society requires a system of punishment for those who 

commit serious offences. We have to protect people from those who have committed 

serious crimes. It’s important that the punishment should be appropriate. It is also 

essential that when the punishment has been completed, that person should be 

accepted back by wider society. Past errors shouldn’t remain as a permanent millstone 

round that person’s neck. 

It can be very difficult for those who have been in prison, because a spell in prison is 

never forgotten - it remains on the records. A criminal record often makes it very hard 

to get a job as people are understandably unwilling to trust those who’ve spent time 

in prison. Only too often past failings aren’t forgiven, they are held against a person 

for good. If an ex-prisoner finds that no-one will trust him, that no-one will offer him 

a job, that is one way of guaranteeing that he will return to his old mates and old 

haunts, he will return to his old ways. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 

 


