
Dear Friends, 

This is the last letter that I shall write to you in this format. I have been writing these 

letters most weeks almost since the start of the pandemic in the spring of last year. I 

hope you have found them to be helpful. It started as a method to keep in touch when 

we were not allowed to meet in person. Now many of our activities are starting up 

once more it is difficult to justify the time spent on writing and distributing the letter 

each week with so many other calls on my time. However I have been asked to write 

a monthly letter instead, and it is my intention to do that at least for the time being. 

The Old Testament reading this week is from the final chapter of the book of Job. This 

is the end of the story after Job has gone through great agony of mind and many 

serious doubts. The story of Job is a very powerful one, it is literature in the true sense 

of the word and the narrative is told with great power and poetry. In the dialogues 

with his friends Job really plumbs the depths of despondency; he curses the day when 

he was born and accuses God of not caring, and not being concerned. 

We can sympathise with Job, he was called on to suffer in so many ways, and we can 

imagine that we would do no better, and probably even worse, in a similar situation. 

Then at the end of the story of Job, God speaks to Job. But when God speaks, His 

words are not words of comfort, but words of challenge. God points to his own 

greatness and power and also to Job’s smallness and insignificance. It is then that Job 

responds to God in the only way he could, he responds in humility, he acknowledges 

God. He is comforted and reassured, God has spoken to him, and he knows that God 

really does care for him, despite all that has happened. Job realises that his attitude 

to God must be one of humility and from then on he lived in that way. 

Sometimes we face great difficulties in life, though nothing on the scale of Job in the 

vast majority of cases. We may doubt the reality of God as Job did for very 

understandable reasons. At times it can be very hard to continue to believe in a loving 

God. But, as Job discovered, God does continue to care and He does hold on to us 

even when we are struggling to hold on to Him. Sometimes we need to accept humbly 

that God knows more than we do. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 

 


