
Dear Friends, 

There is a strange contrast at the heart of the Christmas story. In one sense the events are so 

insignificant. Palestine wasn't an important place, it was well away from the centres of power. In those 

days when travel was so slow it was a small half-forgotten corner of the Roman Empire. The authorities 

decided they needed to hold a census, so they did and in the midst of all this a young peasant woman 

gave birth to a child a long way from her home. As she was away from home, arrangements had to be 

made and the baby was born in a stable. 

In one sense it is all so insignificant, the world didn't stop, the world didn't even notice. We just went 

on as normal. There was a bright star in the sky, but most people never noticed it. Most people, even 

in Bethlehem were totally unaware of what was happening. 

And yet this is the turning point of history. This was the time when BC changed to AD, the moment 

when God intervened in human life in a completely new way. We cannot exaggerate the significance 

of this event. 

There were a few people who recognised something was happening. There were a few who were open 

to what God was doing, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds. They knew this was an important moment, 

even if they didn't understand it fully at the time. We can see the effect this experience had on them, 

they were changed by it. The first reaction was fear, Mary was afraid at first, so were the shepherds. 

This was something totally new, something they didn't fully understand; it isn't surprising they were 

afraid. 

They were afraid, but they didn't just run away. They were willing to co-operate, to be part of what 

God was doing. Their experience had a lasting effect on them, it was not something they would forget. 

Mary reflected on it for the rest of her life. The shepherds went back to their daily work, but they were 

changed men, changed by their experience, they were filled with love and wonder. 

For those without faith the Christmas story is an insignificant event in a small town in an unimportant 

country. But for those who are open to God this is the turning point in history. We can never be the 

same again. That is the experience we share when we meet Jesus. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 

 

 

 

 


