
Dear Friends, 

The covenant service is a Methodist tradition that goes right back to John Wesley himself. At 

the start of each new year we come together to renew our covenant with God. We take this 

opportunity to reflect on our relationship with God, we reflect on the last year and we look 

forward to the new year. We look forward to all the opportunities that lie ahead of us and we 

renew our commitment to live for God. 

Covenant isn’t a word that we use very much these days in our everyday conversations. A 

covenant is an agreement between two people or two parties, in which both sides make 

certain commitments. We can see marriage as a covenant, we could see treaties between 

countries in the same terms, though the word covenant isn’t often used. In a covenant both 

sides commit themselves to each other, it works both ways and not just one way. 

The covenant is about our commitment to God, but it’s also about God’s commitment to us. 

It’s because God has committed Himself to us that we have this opportunity. It’s because God 

has shown that His love for us is free and unlimited that we can commit ourselves to Him, 

secure in His love and His constant presence with us. It’s because we know that He won’t let 

us down that we make our commitment. Our commitment is based on that conviction, on 

that certainty that God is our loving Father. Christmas has reminded us that God loves us so 

much that He sent His own son into the world for our sake. The Christian faith is based on 

that conviction that God is our loving Father. Sometimes perhaps we may have our doubts, 

sometimes things are hard for us and our faith and security may be shaken. But the covenant 

reminds us that God has committed Himself to us and He will never let us down. 

The commitment we make in the covenant isn’t an easy one, and it isn’t one that we can make 

lightly. There is a cost involved. The words we say in the covenant service are very demanding 

and even uncomfortable. Possibly there are those who stay away from the covenant service 

because they find the words too hard, they don’t want to say things they don’t feel they can 

live up to. 

The words we say in the covenant service express the cost of our commitment. We cannot 

adequately repay God for all He has given us and all He has done for us. But because God 

offers us so much, because he has committed Himself to us, we want to respond. The words 

we say together are searching words, they are demanding, we may not always live up to them. 

But God doesn’t hold our failures against us, He knows our weaknesses, but He has committed 

Himself to us. His love is so great it won’t be frustrated or turned into anger by our mistakes, 

that is the firm foundation on which we can build our lives. 

It is appropriate that at the start of the new year we do reflect on our relationship with God. 

We can try to identify those parts or our lives where we have let God down, we can try to 

identify those opportunities that we have ignored. We come together at the start of this new 

year to renew our commitment to God. We remind ourselves of God’s great love and 

goodness to us and we commit ourselves once more to live for Him. 

Best wishes, 

Mark 


